3 64                  The Masters and the Slaves

In the seventeenth century a Dutch observer noted that the Per-
nambucan women lost their teeth while they were still young; and
owing to their custom of being always seated in the midst of their
wucannas and Negro women, who did everything for them, they
walked "as if they had chains on their legs."245 They did not display
the agility of the Dutch women. Mawe, in the course of his travels
in the interior of Brazil, found the same tendency on the part of the
women, and especially the young ones, to lose their vivaciousness.246
Mrs, Graham in Bahia noted that they became "almost indecently
slovenly after very early youth."247

In the mid-nineteenth century, in southern Brazil, Burton was en-
chanted with the women of Minas; but those who impressed him
were from thirteen to sixteen years of age. In Minas Geraes, he tells
us, there is no "beaute du diable"24S but little girls acquire the charms
of young ladies without passing through the phase of puberty that is
so unpleasing a one in Europe.

Another who let himself be seduced by the charms of the Brazilian
small misses was von den Steinen, who was here in 1885. "An angel of
a lass," the German scientist called one of them. An expression
worthy of an Olinda bachelor of arts, writing verses to be recited in
the ear of the Delilah in his cousin's house. "These Brazilian girls"-it
is still the lyric von den Steinen who is speaking-"at the age of twelve
to thirteen, when they have just attained puberty and their mother
is beginning to think seriously of getting them married, are truly
enchanting and ensnaring with their flowerlike beauty." For the man
of science there emanated "from these tropical creatures, not yet
wholly mature, so delipate, so delightful a fragrance of femininity as
our own European rosebuds do not possess."249 A pity that these
half-opened buds had to be deflowered so soon, and their exotic
beauty withered while they were yet so young. Too bad that their
charms barely lasted until the age of fifteen.

For at that age they were already sinhd-donas, married ladies, and
some of them were even mothers. They were to be seen at Mass, clad
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